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News Release

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE     
                  Contact: Amy Bruner (319)739-1517
Westside Registered Home Providers Receive Special Grants

In May 2008, there were 30 Registered Child Development Home Providers on the Westside of Cedar Rapids.  After the flood, only 23% of those Registered Homes remain in business today.  
With funding through CR netWORK, HACAP Child Care Resource and Referral administered 6 grants to Registered Home Providers ranging from $300 - $700 to replace equipment such as shelving, developmentally appropriate toys, active play games, etc. lost in the disaster.  The goal of the grant was to help retain and build capacity for child care on the Westside as families begin to return the flood affected areas.  
CR netWORK spokesperson Chad Spore said, “We are proud to partner with a solid organization like HACAP on this project.  Our goal was to provide a boost to child care providers who have made the commitment to continue to live and work in the flood-affected areas on the Westside of Cedar Rapids.  Our hope is that this will help to enhance the product they provide to local families.” Each grant recipient was Registered with the State of Iowa at the time of the flood and completed an application process this fall.  Grants were determined by committee review and disbursed in December.

CR netWORK is a locally based non-profit organization established in 2009.  The group's focus is to gather and utilize resources (money, time, and skills) to empower youth on the Westside of Cedar Rapids. The founding members have close ties to the Westside of Cedar Rapids and believe there is a need, even an untapped demand for this type of organization. Being an unaffiliated charity, CR netWORK has the flexibility to give to individuals, families, daycare facilities, schools and so on. To read more about CR netWORK or how to become a member visit www.crnetwork.org.

HACAP Child Care Resource & Referral is part of a state and nationwide network providing a consistent set of core services to parents, child care providers, employers and communities.  If you would like more information about Child Care Resource and Referral, call HACAP at 1-800-233-0054 or 319-739-1556 or at www.hacap.org. 

HACAP is an Equal Opportunity Employer & a United Way Member Agency
